
PRACTICE

Text. (Donna Rosenberg, World Mythology)
The heroic myths and epics of a society teach its members the appropriate attitudes, behavior, and values of that culture. They are not only exciting adventure stories: in these myths, we see ourselves drawn larger and grander than we are, yet with our human weaknesses as well as our strengths. 
We should not be intimidated by the external characteristics of the hero: an immortal parent, unusual birth, aristocratic social position, and divine sponsorship. We could say that Heracles can perform great tasks because his father is Zeus. We do this in our own lives, whenever we attribute someone’s success primarily to luck instead of to individual courage, perseverance and ability. However, this attitude is not personally helpful. 

Although these heroes lived long ago in cultures very different from our own, they can still serve as models for us. We, too, must often risk our self-esteem and our reputation by making difficult choices and by attempting tasks where we fear failure. We, too, want to live in such a way that we are remembered for our good deeds.

Comprehension. True or False? 
1. Through the heroic myths of a culture, the members of that particular society can identify with the heroes’ greatness and weaknesses.



T/F
2. At times, humans have to make choices, whereby they may put their personal values and social status at risk.






T/F
Vocabulary A: Match the words (1-10) with the definitions (A-J). 
1. appropriate


6. immortal
2. exciting


7. divine
3. adventure


8. perseverance
4. intimidate


9. risk
5. external


10.attempt
A. stimulating, causing enthusiasm
B. to expose to danger
C. to make an effort to do something, usually risky or difficult; to venture 
D. an exciting/ daring experience
E. coming from a source outside 
F. godlike, saintly; delightful 
G. living forever, never dying  
H. suitable, proper, correct, fitting
I. persistence in doing s.th., despite difficulties one might have in achieving a task
J. to frighten or cause awe to someone, especially, if we want them to do s.th.  
Vocabulary B. Match the words with their meanings.



1.   regeneration
a. αναγέννηση

b. αποδόμηση 

2.   depiction

a. σύνδεσμος

b. απεικόνιση

3.   fertility

a.  γονιμότητα

b. ξηρότητα 


4.   relate

a.  σιωπώ

b. αφηγούμαι 



5.   primeval
 
a. μεσαιωνικός
b. αρχέγονος


Vocabulary C. Fill in the blanks of the text using these 5 words:
and;
one; 
become;      ages;     upon 
Like the four ages of the Greeks, the Indian (1) ………………… reveal the moral disintegration of society (2) …..…… show how people bring suffering (3) …………….. themselves through their selfish and unjust treatment of (4) ………… another. In each case, the ages (5) ……………. progressively worse. 

Vocabulary D. Underline the correct word of each of the 5 pairs.

Few of these tribes have/has patron gods or buildings, in which to worship/warship them. They believe in/to nature spirits – beings who personify aspects of nature – such as the sun, the moon, stars, thunder, and rain. Beings and animals often/offen merge into and out of one another, as if each spirit has a double identity. The myths of these tribes are concerned with/of explaining what exists in the universe and how it came to exist – for example, the creation of farming.
Vocabulary E. Match the words with their definitions in the two columns. 
COLUMN A


COLUMN B
1.  provide


a. advantage; profit


2.  array


b. an ordered series or arrangement
3.  valuable


c. of a particular area or region; localized
4.  nourishment

d. plentiful
5.  familiar


e. food, nutriment
6.  reflect


f. to mirror; throw back light; give back an image of


7.  benefit


g. supply; make available
8.  local


h. by comparison, comparatively, in comparison with
9.  relatively


i. easy to recognize; closely acquainted
10.abundant


j. something of great worth, precious


