The cities at Vlochos of Karditsa and urbanism in western Thessaly (Robin Ronnlund)

Θέματα 
1. Οι οχυρώσεις των πόλεων της δυτικής Θεσσαλίας. 
The fortifications of the western Thessalian cities, including Vlochos, are the most conspicuous and well-preserved remains at the sites, and often the only visible traces of human habitation above ground. Fortified sites have been at the centre of attention for archaeologists working in the region since the early 1800s, and much of the understanding of the local archaeology derive from studies regarding them.
What can studies of fortifications tell us of the history and archaeology of an understudied region such as western Thessaly? Does the distribution of fortified sites tell us anything about the ancient landscape? Are there different levels of fortified sites, and in that case, why is that? What was the function(s) of such sites to the local population and to supra-regional powers? By the focus on these sites, what do we miss? Being exceedingly large constructions, how can we record them? To what resolution? Why should we record them?

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Η ταύτιση των αρχαίων πόλεων της δυτικής Θεσσαλίας και η προσέγγιση του αστικού τοπίου της.
The understanding of the western Thessalian urban landscape has to a large extent been dictated by interpretations of fragmentary information available from literary sources. Scattered accounts of settlements and communities found in diverse and different texts such as the Catalogue of Ships, Strabo, Livy and Stephanos of Byzantion have been submitted to various harmonization attempts in endeavours to create a comprehensive ”reconstruction” of the ancient landscape. Archaeological work has time and time again highlighted the problems in this practice, with traditional site identifications proving to be incorrect or chronologies ill-fitting with the ancient texts.
How did this situation develop? What further problems has this ”identification effort” caused? How has it influenced our understanding of archaeology? How can we progress from this situation without disregarding the sources? How should future archaeological work be conducted to rectify the situation?
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