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UNIT V11

The Messiah and the Bourgeoisie’

Enneu e fappeons Move (““‘“‘* el /W'Fw}w Hhonn
One issue overshadowed all else in Greek politics; this was the
‘Great Idea; a dream of territorial expansion to incorporate the
Greek dlaspora mto the new kingdom, thereby creating a Greater
Greece to“‘”‘"ﬁl thé glorles of the Byzantine Empire. As one foreign
ﬁ ./i t-,(w A, dierecdos
observer put it, this i 1rre entist vision ‘permeates all classes of so-
ciety- the toothless baby draws if in with the mat rnal milk, and ,
wpetss/ Nonye T o 06(F 0/ Juitia) e w "*’u
the toothless mouth of : age pledges (t"ﬁlt in lon afts’ of the ative
resu;m@d wine. The she herd dreams about it in {the colgl mountain
Y@K G [ o C 13N RE
air under his shaggy she%pskm, and the rich proprie or traces it in
the graceful smoke-cloud of the incessant cigarette. ° As we shall
see, his responsiveness to the ‘Great Idea’ was central to Venizelos’s
eventual success.
For over twenty years before he appeared on the national stage,
two parties had dominated Greek pol itics: one led by Charilaos
0 A fes
Trikoupis, and after his &etlr%rhent by the Corfiot George

\)/’4)“\u\ i

Theotokis; the other by the mﬂhmmatory Theodoros Deliyiannis, a {nii-

leading S99 2hE8 of the ‘Great Idea’ Greece's 1897 defeag at Ot- ”“‘f_'j-”«:,‘f?
e i VTG N
toman hands delivered a blow to Dellylanmss 1rr géntlsm and

opened the way for Theotokis to pursue his policies of military re-
form in his ministries of 1899, 1903 and 1905. He tried to reduce
the power of the irregulars, to prevent army officers from involving

7 Taken and revised from: Mark Mazower, The Messiah and the Bourgeoisie:
Venizelos and Politics in Greece, 1909- 1912. The Historical Journal, Vol. 35, No. 4
(Dec., 1992), pp. 885-904.
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S_E’gh, J"”iﬂ'
themselves in political life, ancéltomex\ﬁnd the regular army - .
dering new weapons, building baﬁg&s and organizing a combineg
general staff for the first timf. In his}:\ong last ministry, Theotokig

vA
handled the army ministry po_af_ﬁfrg‘ﬁp: imself. He also attempted to

introduce a much broader set of admini‘stmtiv‘e’:l reforms, badly
needed by Greece’s &Hﬁ&i@@&@@@(‘}ﬁg{_'c,_}_ig.nl*é,“”" ’
In another country, at another time, Theotokis,might have been
Ny & wbe /a0 Dpodva/ ; -
Eac%laﬁm\?@ RAPRigmethodological approach.t_ ,ﬁInd(eecli, ?lthgugh his,
T wm s : 5 . a6 € poiaet [ Y uf (o 001a ) fn
party M\)adly in the 1905 elections, i the p.ojlsj:h% oHJmnEg feé; f::‘r

_Ha\* g4 wpcvutkea”

they secured a triumph. But the Balkan ﬁj@jﬁ{é}“e:— eg was aboggo ex-
once

plode, and the pressures of the international scene now hemmed him
in. Across the northern border, the Macedonian struggle was reach-
GIe g : aia s AR “"’W}f—‘*‘ . .a"}"(w-'T]\J ogdf"

ing its greatest intensity, stimulated by just those irregular bands

—— which the prime minister had tried to disarm. In Crete, revolutjon-,
095w P1VE) a/&nl'ﬁ'ﬁ}*‘a’/‘

aries led by the young Eleftherios Venizelos,set up a provisional gov- edyis
¢ava < ernment at Therissos, which aroused enormous interest and |

V' sympathy in Athens. At the end of 1907 there was trouble on Ot-
To. toman Samos where the mayor of the capital, Themistokles Sofoulis Sows),

Q0% Ady Y 5:;_1

Crpis Vo Ao D -.
=E20 (a future J@_é_ql_a_nt_of Venizelos’s), clashed with the island’s prince,

bringing Ott £88D¢ s assi '
ging Ottoman troops t;)ﬂt ae latter’s assistance, and forcing So-
foulis and his supporters to fleeto Greece. Sofoulis told Theotokis of
~ the ‘terror’ provoked by the Turkish troops on the island. But the

par) ST YA = B
Gr [ h !,1',! 5
eek premier’siprotests to the great powers were unsympathetlfae!il&“\ﬂ ‘
¢ [N T\I{\ )

received. Samos, Crete and Macedonia all seemed to offer't Etim__Q_IlY

e

tl(: t}.le weakness and lack of Yﬁ%ﬁﬁ’r of the Theotokis government on
the international sta)gf)e;j the contrast between the cautious Corfiot and

TPREEI N dpah

L )
;l/;e &%_zgg}t young figures of SOprulis, Venizelos and the heroes of
acedonia began to attract unfg%ﬁﬁfﬁl% comment.

i

allur Loy W) '
r:J she ZOI;?] iéé/ung T“m( revolt gf} 908 threw the political life of the king"
+3 OF lareece into turmoil. In May 1909, a group of young army

—
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(»)1 "5 government, and i hat urahng a period of direct military pressure
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officers in Athens formed their own ‘Military League’ to demand the

military and political reforms they believed necessary for a more ag- +- Lo
gressive foreign policy. In August they camped with their support- / < f_v
ers at Goudi, just outside the Greek capital, forcing a change of =™
upon the C{Ra\?ﬁg T At ﬁtrlgt\ ubllc support for the League was em-
phatic: in Athens over the summer there were unprecedentedly large

demonstrations against the old politicians. But this public £l -

oy, 3/, z evapvz)“a{edl as it became apparent that the officers did not really

6u

L w

6 U&‘ V:é"/) know how to 1m‘p‘i ent their cfgmanc}is mzelos, a Cretan pOlltl'
vk .

m,vuz io!o

lautfetp) faf vns m, o , opeefi o vy,
cian who had been promu’felnt or tHote than a decade in the enosist

movement.on his island, was invited to Athens by the Leagﬁe s 1e£&‘ : ? e iy

cu‘& ers to advise them on the way out of their i 1mpasse In the course of -
1,:5[? ;Twa brief visit, early in 1910, he managed - despite his lack of experl—}
gphtzw ence of national politics - to persuade the League to 3 Ubiifﬁe 0
_;ii}), condition.that.elections be held for a National Assembly to ;gﬁsgp

the COI‘lStltuHOh (b warsem wa 3\68—"“’5 v vEREuen/

The results of this electlon, held on8 August 1910, were a shock
for the established parties: 146 out of 362 séits were won by Inde-

pendents, mostly newcomers to the Greek political scene. The dally 3 Q'
D AL [/ L O N TITONAN F —_— “ &

Patris referred next day to the merc1less dec1mat1on of the parties’:!

and commented that ‘the general view isthat a new period is dawn-

ing in Greece’ Venizelos himself, despite do% tsas t}o( the vahdlty qf A
r; o, {\’- ) SV WGTR &L
his Greek 01tlzenshlp, and without having carhpalgn(ed in person,

finished top of the electoxdal list in Attica, and was 1mmed1ately rec-

gmzed as the Independents leader. Four days after the Rev1si”6‘ffi§’tﬂ

As/sig;rfﬁtiqy%éﬁ%reﬁé@ fielanded at Piraeus to be greeted by an enor-
(\er

mous crowd. When King George offered him the prgmlerﬁiup, he

quickly decided to call jew elections in the hope of winning an ab-
an Jws L

solute majority. His gamet\)ofe ]gald.off The old parties boycotted the
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lection in protest, and on 28 November, his SUpporters _ a
emupedLi—t‘ﬁ(;; hastily formed Liberal Party - won 300 seqts Of
s

these, only 117 had been elected in the August round; only 45 fep.
resentatives had held a seat before 1910. In other words, the gov.
sisted plmost entirely of new men,

i 1
erning class now con ,
fmed when the Assembly y,

‘

Av e iUt} :m/‘:‘ Py ‘f

b Venizelos's ascendancy was Cﬁ) FAtuBTiots i
iy i is Liberal par N a massive maioe. > 1|
(ilSSO]\’Cd early in 1912 and I’Erf(:ub/\’i"\rg*\’i'-‘-"‘“ Rov turdpia € ma}or 1y

ity in elections to the new c ?l}:fl_l:q\ er f{glgrggn ary 8°V6";m5nt. »
. V / v " 14 of ) % 3 l' A s B
(epge | seemed to have been given a new Iease/ of life; hational pride gldried .
= ; e N
#+t wwivin the triumphant outcome of the Balkan Wars of 1912-13. Th years o .

ULX Wily

\ z £6 brtror gl s AAT I Gmdy =
£ "71910-15 came to seem a golden age of domesti¢'réform ang‘c}irelgn ! i

V) Ao X6 ] . T5E Weta
- conquest under the leadership of the charismatic figure who would
. €nwi j’:;
go on to make a name for himself throughout Europe as a mister y

. y ; RN . 4 Yiar Ve
diplomatist, and dominate Greece until his death in 1936.K :*f" ¢
( Bsvi A
L™ ‘.J

A

]
i1
Py

4

EXERCISES:  },2 4§

\/ J 1. Circle the correct term:
AAVTE W L £

1€

1. Anirredentist éonhciepzL of that expressed the goal of establishing
a Greek state that would encompass all ethnic Greeks, since
large Greek Populations after the Greek independence in 1830
still lived under Ottoman rule.

a. National Gog] JB Great Idea ¢. National Schism

2. The COmmunities of Greek people living outside the traditional
Greek homelands, byt more commonly in seutheast southeast
Europe and Asia Minor. Its members can be identified as those

who themselves, o whose ancestors, migrated from the Greek
homelangs.

a.d i i i
€portation b. Greek expansion c. Greek diaspora
r‘_.l
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