The Nationalist Discourse in Contemporary Japan:
The Role of China and Korea in the Last Decade*
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This brief paper will critically examine the of Japanese
nationalist intellectuals whose stated goal is tc

In particular, what roles do China and
in the nationalists’ arguments?

It concludes that
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This brief paper will

the paper will address the followin

*An earlier version of this paper was presented at the International Studies Association annual
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by the participants on the panel where he presented the paper. He also thanks the anonymous
reviewers of an earlier version of the present article.
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A\

n the three opinion magazines

present. It should be noted at the outset that

Nor does the study attempt to examine the impact of the
nationalist discourse on the broader policy or political debate in the country.

Rather,
The

It will be shown in this study that in order to articulate the above goal
and present the above contentions, the nationalists engage in a selective use
of ideas, events, and institutions of historical significance and that they
reconstruct a past Japan in their ideal image and use that image to frame
their discourse on the major political and foreign policy challenges facin

Within the

1. Nihonjinron is the tradition of discourse within and on such a framework. As Aoki has argued,
however, the framework is not fixed; it evolves over time, adjusting to the changing times and
responding to the themes and issues of the times. See Aoki Tamotsu, “Nihon bunkaron” no henyo:
Sengo Nihon no bunka to aidentiti (The Evolution of “Japanese Culture Discourse”: Postwar Japan’s

Culture and Identity) (Tokyo: Chuokoronsha, 1990).

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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F

Defining “Nationalism” in Contemporary Japan

How should nationalism in contemporary Japan be defined? “Nationalism”
has been defined in myriad ways, including state-led nationalism, popular
nationalism, self-reflective nationalism, externally projected nationalism,
emotive nationalism, instrumental nationalism, and cultural nationalism.
Conceptually these aspects of nationalism can be differentiated, and
nationalism in contemporary Japan is no exception.’

qurst,
This is largely because

culminating in defeat in the Second World War.

As will be noted below.

The notion of “nation” or “nationality” as
a culturally rooted and ethnically defined reality is firmly held by most
Japanese people, despite the various recent arguments debunking the myth

of Japanese homogeneity.” The idea of the Japanese as a people is a social
construct defined in ethno-cultural terms.“

2. For recent analyses of nationalism in Japan, see, for example, Suzuki Sadami, Nihon no bunka
nashonarizumu (Cultural Nationalism in Japan) (Tokyo: Heibonsha, 2005); Hando Kazutoshi and
Todaka Kazushige, Aikokusha no joken (The Qualifications of a Patriot) (Tokyo: Daiamondosha,
2006); Wakamiya Yoshibumi, Wakai to nashonarizumu (Reconciliation and Nationalism) (Tokyo:
Asahi Shimbunsha, 2006); Eiji Oguma and Yoko Ueno, “Iyashi” no nashonarizumu (A Healing
Nationalism) (Tokyo: Keio Gijuku Daigaku Shuppankai, 2003).

3. For debate on the Japanese myth of homogeneity, see, for example, Chris Burgess, “Multicultural
Japan? Discourse and the ‘Myth’ of Homogeneity,” “Japan Focus: An Asia—Pacific e-Journal” at
<http://www.japanfocus.org/products/details/2389> (searched date: 10 June 2007); John Lie, Multi-
ethnic Japan (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 2001); John C. Maher and Nobuyuki

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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Although there are variations on
this theme

I

Third, there are

!

They include

that are associated with
Japan’s wartime history.” The this unfavorable

Honma, Atarashii nihonkan/sekaikan ni mukatte: Nihon ni okeru gengo to bunka no tayosei
(Towards a New Order: Language and Cultural Diversity in Japan) (Tokyo: Kokusaishoin, 2001);
John C. Maher and Gaynor Macdonald, Diversity in Japanese Culture and Language (London:
Keegan Paul International, 1995); John C. Maher and Kyoko Yashiro, eds., Multilingual Japan
(Clevedon, UK: Multilingual Matters, 1995); Stephen Murphy-Shigematsu, “Ethnic Diversity, Identity
and Citizenship in Japan,” Harvard Asia Quarterly, (Winter 2004), pp. 51-57; Oguma Eiji, A Genealogy
of “Japanese” Self-Images (Melbourne: Trans Pacific Press, 2002); Michael Weiner, ed., Japan'’s
Minorities: The Illusion of Homogeneity (London: Routledge, 1997).

4. For a recent exploration of cultural nationalism in Japan, see Suzuki, op. cit.

5. In contrast, the anti-nationalists, most of whom are essentially “constructivists”, prefer to see
Japan, normatively or descriptively, as a more diversified Japan that is open to non-Japanese ethnicities
and cultures.

6. For the liberal views on nationalism in Japan and elsewhere, see for example, Kang Sang-jung,
Nashonarizumu (Nationalism) (Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 2001); Kang Sang-jung, Han-nashonarizumu
(Anti-nationalism) (Tokyo: Kodansha, 2005); Kang Sang-jung and Morisu Hiroshi, Nashonari-
zumu no kokufuku (Overcoming Nationalism) (Tokyo: Shueisha, 2002); and Wakamiya, Wakai
to nashonarizumu.
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160 / Pacific Focus

as outlined above is none other than In his book
(For a Beautiful Countr

associated
with this term, as noted in the next section. Instead, he calls himself a
¥ Throughout this book, however, he describes his

vision for an ideal Japan — a “beautiful” Japan — and

The former
minister believes that

He views

He also believes

As noted
later, his brand of nationalism is a blend of statist, organic, cultural
nationalism. Other nationalists complement this nationalism with racist
overtones and xenophobic attitudes toward the outside world, particularly
toward China and Korea.

What are the ideas, events, and institutions of historical significance that
Abe and other nationalists use to advance their views of Japan past and
present? Let us now turn to this question.

The Defeat in the Second World War and Its Impact on
Japanese Nat

7. See, for example, a dialogue between two university professors, Toshio Watanabe and Kenichi
Matsumoto in “Yomigaeru Nichiro senso no jidai,” (The Era of the Japanese—Russian War Returning)
Shokun (June 2007), pp. 136-153.

8. Abe Shinzo, Utsukushii kuni e (For a Beautiful Country) (Tokyo: Bungei Shunju, 2006), pp. 18-19.

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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it was believed

Many questions about Japan’s prewar and wartime history remained
unanswered, however.

and if so how? The results of
the military tribunal did not offer unequivocal answers to these questions.
In fact, the nationalists rejected and continue to reject the legitimacy of the
judgments rendered by the tribunal.

The onset of

They also kept the Japanese intellectual community from a
full, complete, and exhaustive search for answers to the essential questions
posed above.

It is not surprising, therefore

raised contemporary questions related to
the issue of most importantly the revision of

the

The national debate has also been stimulated by developments over-
seas and a series of criticisms brought up abroad regarding Japanese
political leaders’ visits to the Yasukuni Shrine, the so-called “comfort
women” issue, and the “history textbook™ controversy. The following pages
will offer an analysis of the nationalists’ perspectives and claims about
these issues.

The Yasukuni Shrine Issue

Among the most contentious issues of relevance to our discussion
is the moral and legal justification for Japanese political leaders’ visits to

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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the Yasukuni Shrine. The shrine was

The

Moreover, it was

" With the promulgation in 1947 of the

Since then, the Showa
Emperor

On the occasion of his visit to the shrine

This made explicit and

9. This brief description of the Yasukuni Shrine is based on Oe Shinobu, Yasukuni jinja (Yasukuni
Shrine) (Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 2005), and Takahashi Tetsuya, Yasukuni mondai (The Yasukuni
Problem) (Tokyo: Chikuma Shobo, 2005).

10. Oe, op. cit., pp. 35-37.

11. They include Higashikuni Naruhiko (one visit), Shidehara Kijuro (2), Yoshida Shigeru (3), Kishi
Nobusuke (2), Ikeda Hayato (5), Sato Eisaku (11), Tanaka Kakuei (6), Miki Takeo (3), Fukuda
Takeo (4), Ohira Masayoshi (3), Suzuki Zenko (8), Nakasone Yasuhiro (10), Miyazawa Kiichi (1),
Hashimoto Ryutaro (1), and Koizumi Junichiro (5). “Ronza” Henshubu, eds., “Yasukuni” to Koizumi
Shusho: Watanabe Tsuneo, Yomiuri Shimbun Shuhitsu Vs. Wakamiya Yoshibumi, Asahi Shimbun
Ronsetsu Shukan (‘“Yasukuni” and Prime Minister Koizumi: Watanabe Tsuneo, Yomiuri Shimbun
chief writer vs. Wakamiya Yoshibumi, Asahi Shimbun editorial chief) (Tokyo: Asahi Shimbun,
2006), pp. 88-91. This book indicated Prime Minister Koizumi visited Yasukuni four times, but
since the publication of the book, Koizumi visited the shrine one more time, in October 2005, for
a total of five times.

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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Moreover.

This still

> These were

Because of the con-
troversial nature of the issue, however

More recentl

a. They the

12. Abe Shinzo and Okazaki Hisahiko, Kono kuni wo mamoru ketsui (Determination to Defend This
Country [Japan]) (Tokyo: Fusosha, 2006), pp. 145-146.

13. Abe, op. cit., pp. 66—67.

14. Abe and Okazaki, op. cit., pp. 146-147.

15. “Ronza” Henshubu, op. cit., pp. 86—87. Enshrinement is known as goshi in Japanese.

16. Ibid., pp. 79-80.

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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164 / Pacific Focus

arding the issue of war
criminals and the Yasukuni Shrine controversy.

proved realistic so far, and

17. Ibid., pp. 87-88.
18. Kobori Keiichiro, “ ‘Gaikoteki ronsojutsu’ wo Abe sori ni genjosu,” (I Submit to Prime Minister

Abe a “Technique for Diplomatic Argument”) Seiron (August 2007), p. 87.
19. Abe and Okazaki, op. cit., pp. 70-71; also Abe, op. cit., pp. 70-71.
20. Abe, op. cit., pp. 69-70.

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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Nationalist Discourse in Japan / 165

There are
somewhat by the recent diplomatic haggling over prime
ministers’ visits to the shrine. They include the

The important point to be made in the context of our discussion is

His view of the shrine and of the individuals who are
enshrined there, including the Class-A war criminals, is clear.

21. See, for example, Kobori, op. cit., p. 87; Saito Yoshihisa, “Yasukuni mondai wo toinaosu
kokonotsu no shiten,” (Nine Points for Reviewing the Yasukuni Problem) Seiron (September 2007),
pp. 124-133.

22. Although several families have demanded the removal of their deceased from Yasukuni, the
shrine has refused, arguing that it is against its religious belief system to separate the soul of a
deceased individual from that of the others with which they have been joined through the process of
goshi. It should also be noted that the enshrinement of the war-dead before the end of the Second
World War was considered an act of mercy blessed by the emperor and not up to the wishes of the
deceased of their families.

23. See, for example, Takahashi and Oe, op. cit.

24. For an example of an impassioned rebuttal to the foreign and domestic criticisms of Japanese
prime ministers’ visits to Yasukuni, see Nitta Hitoshi, Shusho ga Yasukuni sanpaishite doko ga
warui!! (What’s Wrong with Prime Ministers’ Visits to Yasukuni!!) (Tokyo: PHP Kenkyujo, 2005).
25. “Japan Rivals in Row over Yasukuni,” BBC News, 4 August 2006 at <http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/
hi/asia-pacific/5244792.stm> (searched date: 11 June 2007).

26. Abe, op. cit., pp. 107-108.

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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“Comfort Women,” “the Rape of Nanking,” and
Takeshima/Dokdo Island

The controversy over the so-called “comfort women” has also become
an important, if unwelcome part of the nationalist discourse in contempora

They point to the

K

). According to Kono’s statement

Most of the women who were transported to comfort
facilities came from Japan and from the Korean Peninsula, which was then

under Japanese control, and
Kono’s statement went on to

A vear later

By 2007

7 With its mandate expiring in March 2007, the Fund

was closed.
The
eager to smooth over relations

27. The Asian Women'’s Fund website at <http://www.awf.or.jp/english/about/history.html> (searched
date: 11 June 2007).

28. The full Japanese text of the Kono statement can be found at <http://www.cc.matsuyama-u.ac.jp/
~tamura/kounodannwa.htm> (searched date: 11 June 2007).

29. The Asian Women’s Fund website at <http://www.awf.or.jp/english/atonement.html> (searched
date: 11 June 2007).

30. The Asian Women’s Fund website at <http://www.awf.or.jp/ianfu/report.html> (searched date:

11 June 2007).

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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Nationalist Discourse in Japan / 167

with South Korea®' and determined to silence growing domestic criticisms

They demand that the government retract the Kono
statement,” but the government has so far declined to heed their call.
More recently, the comfort women issue has attracted renewed attention
of critics at home and abroad.

" The statement ¢

At a press conference
following the summit

In response to the prime minister’s statement

which was

According to Kobori, the

31. Yagi Hidetsugu, “Rekishi wo kore ijo seiji ni uriwatashitewa naranai,” (No More Selling of
History to Politics) Seiron (May 2007), pp. 118-126.

32. The government report is available at the Asian Women’s Fund web site at <http:/
www.awf.or.jp/program/index.html#link> (searched date: 11 June 2007).

33. See, for example, Yagi; Daishido Tsuneyasu, “Abe Sori, ‘Kono danwa’ no torikeshi ketsudan
wo,” (Prime Minister Abe, Please Decide to Retract the “Kono Statement”) Seiron (May 2007),
pp.- 104-116. Daishido was a high-ranking official in the Japanese Government-General in Korea.
34. Hiroko Tabuchi, “Prime Minister Denies Women Were Forced Into WWII Brothels,”
Washington Post online edition at <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/
03/01/AR2007030101498.html> (searched date: 3 March 2007).

35. Yukio Okamoto, “Prime Minister Abe’s Visit to the United States,” Policy Forum Online, 07-039A:
17 May 2007, Nautilus Institute at <http://www.nautilus.org/fora/security/070390kamoto.html>
(searched date: 1 June 2007).

36. Ibid.

37. Kobori, op. cit., p. 89.

38. Ibid., p. 90.

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University


http://www.awf.or.jp/program/index.html#link
http://www.awf.or.jp/program/index.html#link
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/03/01/AR2007030101498.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/03/01/AR2007030101498.html
http://www.nautilus.org/fora/security/07039Okamoto.html
Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight

Eva
Highlight


168 / Pacific Focus

They claimed that Chinese-American
groups with ties to the Chinese government were orchestrating and supporti ng
Congressman Honda’s action as part of their anti-Japanese campaign.
Some of them also

Yoshihisa
that in her book The Rape of Nanking

He went on to describe the backeround to the making
movie “Nanking

39. The full text of the resolution H. RES. 121 can be found at <http://www.govtrack.us/congress/
billtext.xpd?bill=hr110-121> (searched date: 12 June 1007).

40. For these and other similar accusations, see Fujioka Nobukatsu, “Nichibei rihan wo shikakeru
‘Chugoku no wana’ wo uchiyabure,” (Smash the “Chinese Trap” Set Up to Create Separation
between Japan and the USA) Seiron (June 2007), pp. 76—85; Komori Yoshihisa, “ ‘Reipu obu Nankin’
eiga no wana,” (The Trap of the Movie, “The Rape of Nanking”) Bungei Shunju (April 2007),
pp. 214-221; Matsuo Ichiro, “Chugoku no puropaganda ni sekai ga kontororu sareru hi,” (The Day
the World Will Be Controlled by Chinese Propaganda) Seiron (June 2007), pp. 102—111; Hata Ikuhiko,
Ohnuma Yasuaki, and Arai Shinichi, “ ‘Jugun ianfu,” okizarinisareta shinjitsu,” (“Comfort Women”,
the Truth That Has Been Left Behind) Shokun (July 2007), pp. 26—43; Watanabe Shoichi, “Itsumade
kusoteki heiwashugi de ikunoka, kaku niwa kaku de taikosurushikanai,” (How Long [Does Japan]
Continue with Fictional Pacifism? The Only Response to Nuclear [Weapons] Is Nuclear [Weapons])
Seiron (September 2007), p. 199.

41. See, for example, Matsuo; Fujioka Nobukatsu, “Tai ‘reipu obu Nankin’ junen senso no kyokun,”
(Lessons from the 10-Year War against “The Rape of Nanking”) Seiron (May 2007), pp. 128-137.
Fujioka has recently become the Chairman of the Japanese Society for History Textbook Reform
discussed later.

42. Among the scholars quoted by Komori are Stanford University historian David Kennedy, New
Republic editorial board member Jacob Heilbrun, Harvard University sociology professor Ezra
Vogel, and American University professor emeritus Richard Finn.

43. The film premiered at the annual Sundance Film Festival in 2007 and won the Editing Award.
Leonsis sold the film’s Chinese documentary rights to CCTV, the Chinese national television
network. (Thomas Heath, “ ‘Nanking’ Documentary Rights Sold at Sundance,” Washington Post
online at <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/01/23/AR2007012301189.htmI>
[searched date: 8 June 2007].)

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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44

* Finally, Komori
mentioned other documentary films on Nankmg all premiering in 2007,
the 70th anniversary of the Nanking Incident.*

The conspiracy theory does not stop there. Another journalist wrote

“That is to

A Japanese university professor who
azine Seiron wrote in the magazine’s

and wrote,

He noted that the passage
of the “comfort women” resolution in the House of Representative
Committee on Foreign Affairs was spearheaded by Mike Honda who he
claimed had received huge amounts of political contributions from Chinese
groups in the USA. He

He also lambasted South
Korea for supporting North Korea and continuing its anti-Japanese rhetoric.”!

44. Author translation of the Chinese name of the association.

45. Komori, op. cit., p. 220.

46. Ibid., pp. 220-221.

47. Matsuo, op cit., pp. 110-111.

48. Yagi, op. cit., p. 126.

49. Kobayashi Yoshinori, “Rekishi wo mamoru kigai wo imakoso torimodose,” (Now Is the Time to
Regain the Courage to Protect History) Seiron (September 2007), p. 46.

50. Ibid.

51. He further criticized Russia for scrapping a joint natural gas development project with impunity,
shooting to death a Japanese fisherman within Japanese territorial waters and offering no apologies, not
to mention compensation, and continuing its unlawful occupation of the Northern Territories,
which were inherent territories of Japan, and reneging on its pledge to enter into territorial negotiations
with Japan. He completed his anti-foreign tirade by noting that the USA demanded the participation of the

© 2008 Center for International Studies, Inha University
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Kobayashi’s

In this context

Another issue that brings forth nationalist criticisms of South Korea is
the territorial dispute over the Takeshima/Dokdo Island that lies in the
Sea of Japan/East Sea. The disputed territory is controlled by Korea but
claimed by both countries. Since there are numerous articles on this
dispute, here we will simply look at one Japanese nationalist’s discussion
of this issue as an illustration of the logic behind the nationalist claims
surrounding this issue.”

The author

Japanese Self-Defense Forces in “its war” in Iraq in the name of Japan—US alliance but Washington
selfishly abandoned the North Korean nuclear weapons problem, which was a big threat to Japan.
Ibid., p. 48.

52. Ibid., p. 55.

53. Among the numerous published works on the Takeshima/Dokdo dispute, the following works are
representative of the Japanese views on the issue: Kawakami Kenzo, Takeshima no rekishi-chirigakuteki
kenkyu (A Historical-Geographic Study of Takeshima Island) (Tokyo: Kokonshoin, 1996); Ohkuma
Ryoichi, Takeshima shiko (A Historical Overview of Takeshima) (Tokyo: Hara Shobo, 1968);
Tamura Seizaburo, Shimaneken Takeshima no shin kenkyu (A New Study of Takeshima Island,
Shimane Ken) (Matsue, Japan: Shimaneken Somubu Somuka, 1996); Taijudo Kanae, Ryodo kizoku
no kokusaiho (International Law on Territorial Sovereignty) (Tokyo: Toshindo, 1998), particularly
pp. 125-156, 197-200. Korean views are found in the following works among others: Ho-Sup Kim,
“The End of the Cold War and Korea—Japan Relations: Old Perceptions and New Issues,” in Manwood
Lee and Richard Mansbach, eds., The Changing Order in Northeast Asia and the Korean Peninsula
(Seoul: Kyungman University Institute for Far East Studies, 1993); Sang-Myon Rhee and
J. MacAulay, “Ocean Boundary Issues in East Asia: The Need for Practical Solutions,” in D.M.
Johnston and P.M. Saunders, eds., Ocean Boundary Making: Regional Issues and Developments
(London: Groom Helm, 1987), pp. 125-143. The oftficial Japanese position on the sovereignty issue
can be found in the Japanese foreign ministry’s home page at <http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-
paci/takeshima/position.html> (searched date: 19 March 2008). The official Korean government’s
position is presented at the Korea Net website <http://www.korea.net/news/issues/issueDetail View.
asp?board_no=5728> (searched date: 19 March 2008). Also, for a succinct analysis of the two
countries’ claims from the perspective of international law and concluding that Korea’s claims
are stronger than Japan’s, see Sean Fern, “Tokdo or Takeshima? The International Law of Territorial
Acquisition in the Japan—Korea Island Dispute,” Stanford Journal of International Law, 5 (Winter
2005), pp. 78-89.
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present a most He notes that

Shimojo is convinced that the Koreans see the Takeshima/Dokdo issue

within the
in the previous century. He

° Because

‘What is common to these nationalists’ arguments is their

This becomes even more apparent in their discussion of the history
textbook controversy.

54. Shimojo Masao, “ ‘Nikkan’ rekishi masatsu no genten wa ‘takeshima’ ni ari,” (The Origin of the
“Japan—Korea” History Friction Lies in “Takeshima”) Seiron (July 2007), pp. 138—-147.

55. Ibid., p. 141.

56. Ibid., pp. 142-143. For a more positive assessment of the 1998 fishery agreement, see Tsuneo
Akaha, “Japan—South Korea Fishery Agreement of 1998: Pursuing Pragmatic Interests without
Compromising Sovereignty,” in H.N. Scheiber, ed., The Law of the Sea: The Common Heritage and
Emerging Challenges (The Hague: Netherlands: Kluwer Law International, 2000), pp. 249-263.
57. Akaha, “Japan—South Korea Fishery Agreement of 1998.”

58. Shimojo, op. cit., pp. 144-145.

59. Ibid., p. 146.
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The History Textbook Controversy
The

line of thinking leads to the conclusion that

is the theme

In

The report prompted X

This was followed b
the

This
And this

In response

In 1986

60. Kathleen Woods Masalski, “History Textbook Controversies in Japan. ERIC Digest,” ERIC
Identifier: ED464010, March 2002, ERIC Clearinghouse for Social Studies/Social Science
Education, Bloomington, Indiana at <http://www.ericdigests.org/2003-1/japan.htm> (searched date:

12 June 2007).
61. Abe and Okazaki, op. cit., p. 140.
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Even thoug
the controversy generated much
interest in Japan.

In a roundtable discussion sponsored by the
magazine Seiron, historian Shoichi Watanabe, known for his criticism of
the Chinese claims regarding the Nanking massacre, stated:

> The same sentiment led

62. For a more detailed examination of the history textbook controversy in Japan, see, for example,
Sven Saaler, Politics, Memory, and Public Opinion: The History Textbook Controversy and Japanese
Society (Muenchen [Germany]: Indicium Verlag [German Institute for Japanese Studies Monograph
Series], 2005); Laura Hein and Mark Seldon, “The Lessons of War, Global Power, and Social
Change,” in Laura Hein and Mark Selden, eds., Censoring History: Citizenship, and Memory in
Japan, Germany, and the United States (Armonk, N.Y.: M. E. Sharpe, 2000).

63. Mainichi Shimbun, 27 September 2004.

64. Abe and Okazaki, op. cit., pp. 141-142.

65. Watanabe Shoichi, Chiba Shinichi, and Yagi Hidetsugu, “Rekishi no kagayaku niji ga Nihon
saisei no gendoryoku da,” (A Shining Rainbow of History is the Driving Force for the Revitalization
of Japan) Seiron (April 2007), p. 58.

66. Fujioka Kenji, “Nicchu rekishi kyodokenkyu ‘ketsuretsu’ no susume,” (I Recommend “Dissolution”
of the Japan—China Joint History Study) Seiron (July 2007), pp. 128-137.
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Constitutional Amendment

There are numerous scholarly and other treatises on the Japanese
constitution and the issue of constitutional amendment. In the limited
space available here, we will only sketch the outlines of the nationalists’
goals in revising the Constitution. It

to serve two

terms for a total of six years.

67. “Statement by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on the Occasion of the 60th Anniversary of
the Enactment of the Constitution of Japan,” Prime Minister’s Office homepage at <http://
www.kantei.go.jp/foreign/abespeech/2007/05/03danwa_e.html> (searched date: 8 June 2007).

68. Japan Times Online, 4 May 2007 at <http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20070504al.html>
(searched date: 10 June 2007).

69. Daily Yomiuri Online, 15 May 2007 at <http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/
20070515TDY01003.htm> (searched date: 1 June 2007).
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long term

Some nationalists

There is some

70. Nakanishi Terumasa, “Seimeisen wa nichi-bei-kan ‘hoshuha’ no renkei ni ari,” (The Lifeline
Rests in the “Conservative Coalition” among Japan, the USA, and South Korea) Seiron (May 2007),
pp. 63-64.

71. Watanabe, “Itsumade kusoteki heiwashugi de ikunoka . ..,” Seiron (September 2007), p. 203.
72. This is the view of Hisahiko Okazaki, a former Japanese diplomat. See his statement on the issue
of collective defense in Abe and Okazaki, op. cit., pp. 74-76.
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North Korea and National Security Debate

Among the challenges facing Japan’s national sed

The other is the

In the meantime

73. Yomiuri Shimbun, 11 October 2006 at <http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/news/20061011it11.htm>
(searched date: 12 October 2006).

74. North Korean residents of Japan are exempted from the ban on North Korean nationals’
entry into Japan. (Asahi Shimbun, 12 October 2006 at <http://www.asahi.com/politics/update/1011/
011.html> (searched date: 13 October 2006); Hiroko Nakata, “Japan Makes It Official: More Punitive
Steps Kick In,” Japan Times Online, 14 October 2006 at <http://search.japantimes.co.jp/mail/
nn20061014al.html> (searched date: 14 October 2006).
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and other par-
ticipants in the talks during the first phase, to be followed, in the second

75. Eric Johnston, “North’s Gambit May Weaken Japanese Taboo on Nuke Talk,” Japan Times
Online, 12 October 2006 at <http://search.japantimes.co.jp/mail/nn20061012a4.html1> (searched date:
12 October 2006).

76. See the dialogue between Nakagawa and journalist Kan Ito in “Meiyoaru dokuritsu no tameni
tozen no kokubo rongi,” (It Is Natural to Discuss National Defense for Independence with Honor)
Seiron (May 2007), pp. 50-51.

77. For example, Nakagawa states he is aware that Japan is a party to the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty (NPT) and the additional International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) protocol and that
Japanese withdrawal from the NPT would spell an end to Japan’s nuclear fuel cycle in accordance
with the Japan—US treaty on atomic energy cooperation (Ibid., p. 56).

78. Nakanishi, op. cit., pp. 66—68.

79. North Korea was suspected of having several more nuclear weapons. (Asahi Shimbun, 9 October
2006 at <http://www.asahi.com/international/update/1009/009.html> (searched date: 11 October 2006).
It was believed that North Korea’s stock of separated plutonium was enough for about 4 to 13 nuclear
weapons. (David Albright and Paul Brannan, “The North Korean Plutonium Stock Mid-2006,”
Institute for Science and International Security, 26 June 2006 at <http://www.isis-online.org/publications
/dprk/dprkplutonium.pdf> (searched date: 4 November 2006).

80. Asahi Shimbun, 10 October 2006 at <http://www.asahi.com/politics/update/1010/011.html>
(searched date: 10 October 2006).
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As of this writing

As we have noted earlier

Chairman of the LDP Policy Research Council Shoichi

3

The nationalists’ anti-Chinese rhetoric
will have more than a littlscz appeal to

81. See, for example, Yuasa Hiroshi, “Senryakugan wo motta ‘shuchosuru gaiko’ wo tsuranuke,”
(Carry Through an “Assertive Diplomacy” with a Strategic Vision) Seiron (August 2007), pp. 119-120.
82. See, for example, the discussion between Yoshiko Sakurauchi, a well-known conservative journalist,
and Koh Se-kai, chief of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in Japan, in “ ‘Jiyu
to hanei no ko’ wa Nittai no kizuna kara umareru,” (The “Arc of Liberty and Prosperity” Will
Be Born of Japan-Taiwan Solidarity) Seiron (June 2007), pp. 46—57. Sakurai states that Japan and
Taiwan share much with each other as a community bound by destiny (unmei kyodotai) (Ibid., p. 49).
83. Dialogue between Nakagawa and Ito (see endnote 74 above), p. 47. For Nakagawa’s anti-Chinese
views, see also Shoichi Nakagawa, “ ‘Pekin orinpikku’ boykotto mo sentakushi ni . . .,” ([Japan Should
Keep] the Boycott of the “Peking Olympics” as an Option) Shokun (April 2007), pp. 36-43. See also
Yuasa, op. cit., p. 125.

84. A public opinion poll in 2006 showed that only slightly more than 34.3 percent of Japanese
respondents felt affinity toward China, as opposed to over 61 percent who felt little or no affinity.
Naikakufu Daijin Kanbo Seifu Kohoshitsu, “Gaiko ni kansuru seron chosa,” (Public Opinion Survey
concerning Diplomacy), 2006, <http://www8.cao.go.jp/survey/h18/h18-gaiko/2-1.html> (searched date:
21 June 2007).
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The North Korean Abduction of Japanese

North Korea’s abduction of Japanese citizens in the 1970s and 80s has
also given the Japanese nationalists plenty of opportunities to spout their
anti-North Korean vendetta. Compared with any other issue in recent

his nationalist credentials.

), with the

Association’s executive director assuming the position of the Commis-
sion’s chief representative. Together

85. For this view, see Shoichi Watanabe’s statement in his dialogue with Kenichi Watanabe in
“Yomigaeru Nichiro senso no jidai,” (see note 7 above), pp. 152-153.

86. Tsuneo Akaha, “Japan and the Recurrent Nuclear Crisis,” in Linus Hagstrom and Marie Soderberg,
eds., North Korea Policy; Japan and the Great Powers (London: Routledge, 2006), pp. 19-37;
Tsuneo Akaha, “Japanese Policy toward the North Korean Problem: Balancing Bilateralism and
Multilateralism,” Journal of Asian and African Studies, 42 (3—4 2007), pp. 297-320.
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The Abe government appealed to the international community that the
North Korean

* There remains some nationalists

Kazuhiro Araki, who heads
the Investigation Commission on Missing Japanese Probably Related to
states that the

87. Abe, op. cit., pp. 44—46.

88. Ibid., p. 52.

89. See, for example, Nishioka Tsutomu, “Rokkakoku kyogi: Nihon wa okizari ni saretanoka,” (The
Six-Party Talks: Has Japan Been Left Behind?) Seiron (April 2007), pp. 106-112. See also Nakanishi,
op. cit., pp. 63-68.
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In the meantime

Throughout the interview, the prime
minister outlined his views on the constitutional revision, education reform,
the comfort women issue, policy toward China and North Korea, collective
defense, all of which were issues on his political agenda.”

Education Reform

In the book “For A Beautiful Country,”
Abe devoted an entire chapter to the topic of education reform. He began

3

Abe noted survey results showin

and called for education reform.

90. Araki Kazuo, “Busshu no negaeri, Kin Shojitsu no choushou,” (Bush’s Turn-around and Kim
Jong-il’s Ridicule) Shokun (April 2007), pp. 68-76.

91. See Sakurai’s interview of Mr and Mrs Yokota, the parents of Megumi Yokota in “Kazokukai
kessei junen: ‘Daihyo tainin’ no shin’i wo kiita!” (10th Year of the Formation of the Association of
the Families [of Victims Kidnapped by North Korea]: The Real Reason behind the “Representative’s
Resignation” Sought) Shokun (June 2007), pp. 24-38.

92. See Abe’s interview with Sakurai in “Gekitotsu intabyu: Abe Shinzo vs. Sakurai Yoshiko —Sori,
Koizumiryu wo suteraremasuka’” (Colliding interview: Shinzo Abe vs. Yoshiko Sakurai — “Mr
Prime Minister, Will You Abandon the Koizumi Style?”) Bungei Shunju (May 2007), pp. 94-107.
93. Abe, op. cit., p. 202.
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He stated, *

Abe argued that education reform

He lamented the low levels
of morality among the young people in Japan today and stressed the
importance of the family in reversing the trends.”

the cornerstone of Abe’s education reform
agenda. This was followed by the passage in June

The School Education Law

Accordingly, academic guidelines for elementary, junior high, and
high schools will be changed by the start of the new school year in 2008,
followed by a revision of textbooks for adoption in a few years. The

The revised Education Personnel

The revised Local Education Adminis-
tration Law will

94. Ibid., p. 207. The expression “a nation with dignity” seems to borrow from a recent national best-seller
Kokka no hinkaku (the Grace of a Nation), written by cultural critic Kiichi Fujiwara, which has the
same purpose of presenting an idealized view of the nation, and urges fellow citizens to respect and
admire the nation thus beautifully presented.

95. Ibid., pp. 208-211.

96. Ibid., pp. 212-213.

97. Ibid., pp. 215-216.

98. Ibid., p. 219.
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educational

** He then praised

99. Akemi Nakamura, “New Laws to Reshape Education System,” Japan Times Online, 21 June
2007 at <http://search.japantimes.co.jp/print/nn20070621al.html> (searched date: 21 June 2007);
Hiroko Nakata, “Education Reform Bills Are Enacted,” Japan Times Online, 21 June 2007 at <http://
search.japantimes.co.jp/print/nn20070620it11.htm> (searched date: June 21 2007).

100. Akemi Nakamura, “Lower House Passes Education Bills,” Japan Times Online, 19 May 2007
at <http://search.japantimes.co.jp/mail/nn20070519al.htm> (searched date: 24 May 2007). Since
2003, public school teachers in Tokyo have been under order by the metropolitan government to sing
“Kimigayo” while facing the national flag, and as of 21 June 2007, 388 teachers had been punished
for disobeying this directive, which they believed violated their constitutionally protected right to
free speech and conscience. (Jun Hongo, “10 Teachers Lose ‘Kimigayo’ Lawsuit against Tokyo,”
Japan Times Online, 21 June 2007 at <http://search.japantimes.co.jp/print/nn2007021a5.html>
(searched date: 21 June 2007).

101. Nippon Kaigi board members include former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Susumu
Miyoshi, Yasukuni Shrine Chief Priest Toshiaki Nanbu, and Governor of Tokyo Shintaro Ishihara.
(Nippon Kaigi homepage at <http://www.nipponkaigi.org/0100-toha/0130-yakuin.html> [searched
date: 12 June 2007].)

102. Ezaki Michio, “Kaisei kyoiku kihonho de gakko wa kokomade yokunaru,” (With the Revised
Basic Education Law, Schools Improve Thus) Seiron (May 2007), p. 224.

103. Ibid., pp. 224-226.

104. Ibid., p. 227.
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Conclusion

The foregoing analysis has outlined the major goals of the nationalists

and their arguments.

They want to

The nationalists are selectively reviving ideas, events, and institutions
from Japan’s past and putting them in a new framework for discourse.

n

What are the future irosEects for the nationalist camiaiin?-

105. Ibid., pp. 227-228.
106. Ibid., p. 228.
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The nationalists face many challen

This is in pa

Their unease has been
hei

The 14 February issue of Shukan Shincho, a weekly
magazine, carried a series of articles reflecting and further inflaming the
popular concern: “A Chinese Official Claims Poison Placed in Japan”;

“Chinese Net Calls for Rejection of Japanese Goods...”; “An Amazing
10,000 Deaths a Year by Agricultural Chemicals in China.”""!

107. See, for example, Koike Kiyohiko, Takeoka Katsumi, and Minowa Noboru, Ware jieitai wo
aisu, yue ni kenpo kyujo wo mamoru (I Love the Self-Defense Force; Therefore, I Defend Article 9
of the Constitution) (Tokyo: Kamogawa Shuppan, 2007). It is noteworthy that the three authors held
high posts in the Ministry of Defense.

108. For example, only 31.7 percent of the candidates running in the Upper House elections in July
2007 who responded to a Kyodo News poll favored revising the war-renouncing article and 49.8
percent opposed a permanent law to enable the government to deploy the SDF overseas on
international cooperation missions at any time. (Japan Times Online, 8 July 2007 at <http://
search.japantimes.co.jp/mail/nn20070708a2.html> (searched date: 9 July 2007).

109. For a liberal critique of the education reform under the Abe government, see the series of
articles on education in Sekai, June 2007. See also Zenya, October 2007.

110. For liberal critiques of the movement to rewrite Japanese history, see for example, Komori
Yoichi, Yasumaru Yoshio, and Sakamoto Yoshikazu, Rekishi kyokasho: Nani ga mondai ka (History
Textbook: What Is at Issue?) (Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 2001); Rekishigaku Kenkyukai, ed., Rekishi
kenkyu no genzai to kyokasho mondai (The Current State of History Studies and the Textbook
Controversy) (Tokyo: Rekishigaku Kenkyukai, 2005); and Takahashi Tetsuya, Ishiyama Hisao,
Tawara Yoshifumi, and Murata Tomoko, Tomeyo! Senso eno kyoiku: Kyoiku kihonho “kaisei” to
kyokasho mondai (Stop the Education for War: “Revision” of the Basic Education Law and the
Textbook Controversy) (Tokyo: Gakushu no Tomosha, 2005).

111. Author translation of the Japanese article titles from Shukan Shincho, 14 February 2008.
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