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MYTHS
· 
1. What kinds of myths are there? (Name 3 kinds)
· Creation myths
· Fertility myths
· Heroic myths

2. What do creation and fertility myths examine?

3. Do you find any resemblance between myths and the Old Testament (and/or New Testament)? If so, name some examples.

4. What do heroic myths and epics teach the members of a society?

5. What are heroes to their society?
· They serve as models of human behavior. Heroes earn lasting fame and immortality.
· They go through trials, make critical choices, where they balance one set of values against competing values. For example, Odysseus, Heracles, Achilles (Greece), Rama (India), Gilgamesh (Uruk, Mesopotamia)
· Their human weaknesses are often as instructive as their heroic qualities. – Why?
· Heroes choose heroic deaths against the stain of cowardice or a life without honor. To achieve this, they accomplish labors through perilous situations.

6. What do heroic myths examine?
· The relationship between the individual’s desires and his/her responsibilities to society.
· Heroes define themselves by how they relate to external circumstances. They perform deeds of valor, but they win an inner battle against their desires.
7. Name some external characteristics of the hero.
They may have:
(a) An immortal parent
(b) Unusual birth
(c) Aristocratic (or other high) social position
(d) Divine sponsorship (godly help/ godly intervention/ protection)
Other characteristics:
Strength, courage, intelligence, dedication, not losing the target, perseverance and ability; they may serve moral duty and human values
8. (a) Who is your favorite hero from antiquity? Why?
(b) Would you like to resemble him/her? Why? /Why not?

9. * Modern heroes. Name one (or more).
*What do you regard as a heroic action nowadays?
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