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MYTH AND HISTORY
Myth as an Interpretation of History (p.110)

In one sense, all myth is part of history, for myth embodies the views of man about himself, his world and its development. This is particularly true of the myths of the Persians, for their myths of creation and the renovation are interpretations of, or reflections upon, the process of world history. …. 
They divided world history into four periods, each of three thousand years. The first two periods are concerned with creation, the third is the period when the wills of Ohrmazd and Ahriman* are mixed in the world, and the fourth period is the time when evil will be overcome. 
The first thousand years of the last period are divided into ages of gold, silver, steel and iron, the last age being a time when evil will assault the world with renewed vigour. The purpose of this myth is to explain how God’s good world can be so full of evil, darkness, pain, suffering and death. The answer is that history is the battleground between God and all that is good and … all that is evil.
But the purpose of the myth is not only to interpret the past; it also explains the present in such a way that men may hope for, and trust in, the future. ….

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
* Ohrmazd and Ahriman: 
Ahura Mazda [source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahura_Mazda]


Ahura Mazda (/əˌhʊərə ˈmæzdə/;[1] also known as Oromasdes, Ohrmazd, Ahuramazda, Hourmazd, Hormazd, and Hurmuz) is the creator and highest deity of Zoroastrianism. Ahura Mazda is the first and most frequently invoked spirit in the Yasna. The literal meaning of the word Ahura is "lord", and that of Mazda is "wisdom". 
Ahura Mazda first appeared in the Achaemenid period (c. 550 – 330 BCE) under Darius I's Behistun Inscription. Until Artaxerxes II of Persia (405–04 to 359–58 BCE), Ahura Mazda was worshipped and invoked alone in all extant royal inscriptions. With Artaxerxes II, Ahura Mazda was invoked in a triad, with Mithra and Anahita. In the Achaemenid period, there are no known representations of Ahura Mazda at the royal court other than the custom for every emperor to have an empty chariot drawn by white horses, to invite Ahura Mazda to accompany the Persian army on battles. Images of Ahura Mazda, however, were present from the 5th century BCE, but were stopped and replaced with stone carved figures in the Sassanid period and later removed altogether through an iconoclastic movement supported by the Sassanid dynasty. 
· Ahriman [Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahriman]

Angra Mainyu (/ˈæŋrə ˈmaɪnjuː/; Avestan: 𐬀𐬢𐬭𐬀⸱𐬨𐬀𐬌𐬥𐬌𐬌𐬎 Aŋra Mainiiu) is the Avestan-language name of Zoroastrianism's hypostasis of the "destructive spirit/mentality" and the main adversary in Zoroastrianism either of the Spenta Mainyu, the "holy/creative spirits/mentality", or directly of Ahura Mazda, the highest deity of Zoroastrianism. The Middle Persian equivalent is Ahriman 𐭠𐭧𐭫𐭬𐭭𐭩 (Anglicised pronunciation: /ˈɑːrɪmən/).

*****************
Reconstructing History from Myth (p.112)
The ancient myths of the dragon-slaying heroes were adapted to history in a totally different way from the prophetic adaptation of the myths concerning the end of the world. The later Persian texts and early Muslim historians used the myths of Gayomart**, Yima*** and the rest as a base for a legendary history of Persia from the day of creation to the time of the Islamic invasion. This use of myth is perhaps more interesting for the poetic form given to the history by Firdausi in the Shah name, but even in this work much of the spirit of the ancient dualism is retained.
-------------------------
**Gayomart: the first man of the Zoroastrian myth of creation, appears as the first king who ruled over the whole world. His home was in the mountains and he is pictured wearing leopard skins. Clothing and food were discovered by him and he was reverenced by all, a reverence which gave rise to religion. His rule, which lasted for thirty years, was as benevolent as the sun while Gayomart himself was great in majesty. …
[Source: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Gayomart]

***Yima: Yima, in ancient Iranian religion, the first man, the progenitor of the human race, and son of the sun. Yima is the subject of conflicting legends obscurely reflecting different religious currents.
According to one legend, Yima declined God’s (Ahura Mazdā’s) offer to make him the vehicle of the religion and was instead given the task of establishing man’s life on earth. He became king in a golden age in which need, death, disease, aging, and extremes of temperature were banished from the earth because of his virtue. The golden age ended, says one tale, when Ahura Mazdā told Yima of a terrible winter to come. He was instructed to build an excellent domain under the earth, lit by its own light, and take in it the best individuals from each species to preserve their seed. There they should dwell through the winter’s destruction, then emerge and repopulate the earth.
Zoroastrian tradition dislodged Yima as the first man, replacing him with the figure of Gayōmart. In later Persian literature Yima is the subject of many tales under the name Jamshīd. 
[Source: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Yima]


---------------------------

* * *
N.B.:  For more Information and References, please see the sites.
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