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The Battle of Manzikert and The Logs of
Asia Minor®

On 1 January 1068, at the invitation of the widowed Empress Eu-
docia Makrembolitissa, Romanos IV Diogenes (1068-71) was
crowned emperor. Two months later he set out for Membij in Syria,
which he captured. Romanos’ next campaign took place between
spring 1069 and the winter of 1069/70. Although he drove the enemy
from Larissa in Cappadocia, he did not manage to prevent the Turks
from plundering Ikonion. The main battle, however, took place in
1071. In the spring of 1070 the emperor sent the kouropalates
Manuel Komnenos, nephew of the late emperor Isaak I Komnenos
(1057-59), as strategos autokrator of the Byzantine eastern army.
Manuel had to defend the theme of Chaldia, which was being threat-
ened by a certain Arisghi, brother-in-law of Sultan Alp Arslan. An !
important battle took place at Sebasteia in the autumn of 1070. The
Byzantines were ,defeatedé but then Manuel Komnenos pers,uafled
Arisghi, who \‘g«?aé {Qt %é‘éls/vi;iéiﬂ/{ﬁz\sultan, to join the emperor's sade.

Meanwhile in August-September, Alp Arslan took : AI‘]lSlC‘;

(Archesh) and Manzikert, moving on to Mayyafariqin, Amida a“ﬂ
then Edessa, which he besieged but did not manage to tf‘ke- By Aprr
1071 Alp Arslan was besieging Aleppo. His primary i howevet,

\

ghbours: The Turks
of the Byzantine

" Taken g revised from: D. A. Corobeinikov, “Raider’s an;l_[ Ntzlry
(1049'1304)" in Jonathan Sephard (ed.): The Cambridge ; 0’;‘70 4 |
Empire, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008,
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was to campalgn against the Fatimid forces in Syrla At this unc[
Béssy arrived, offering Membij in exchzfn E_fQE

6
ture a Byzantine ¢ e% s
Arj 1sh and Manzxkert The sultan, who needed to sec re hﬁs‘, north.

N LAY fQV‘l( ds
ern | l}(uln\;g*d to a peace t 6tuxl'ea ty @D cone s \1tfon?{h he's emperor
pa1d a yearly t1 trllgute But in the meantime Afshin al-Turki had pen-

etrated deep into the gemtory of Byzantine Asia Minor taking

- Wm e ag a’ nf. nw
Chonai and ravag'mg tideny ong of Tzamandos. It was at this mo-
m*' tn;&.bﬁj E«‘\,\ ()0{

ment when news of Afshin’s a?ioti\ cious raid arrived in Constantino-
ple that Romanos IV decided to declare open war.

In July 1071, the Byzantine army moved across the River Sangar-
ios to Caesarea and the emperor arrived at Theodosioupolis: at this
point the sultan was in Vostan, near Narek. By mid-August Romanos
had retaken Manzikert. Alp Arslan believed that Diogenes had bro-
ken the trucc,ﬁl fie abandoned plans to go to Syria and hastened back
towards the Byzantine army. However, he offered to sign a peace
treaty with Romanos once again. The emperor refused. The battle
ended in humiliating defeat for the Byzantines, with Romanos IV
being captured and brought before Alp Arslan on 26 August 1071.

The causes of the Byzantlne defeat were marfurfoxl‘dpand complex.
The first was Romanos’ mis;udgmen{ of Alp Arslan’s strategy. Had
Romanos known that the sultan intended to concentrate on Syria
instead of attacking the Byzantine borders, and that he faced serious
ﬁnangtagrdégﬁ%ultlfes in pay,mg his own soldiers, the battle could have
been averted S'ecc?%&ly, ﬁ1e Turks employed superior tactics; they
were mostly horséthen armed with bows and arrows, capable of
‘,?tr 1k1ng the enemy while themselves staying out of range, thus ren-

ermg the Byzantine army’s close formations a cilggdi/?r—ﬁage Not
:)nligeil; I;’ZIZ:HUHE tactics fail against the Turks; the action of the
y depended far too much on the instructions of its

com
mander m,,c,lllef. Romanos realized too late that the sultan was
('\Q?" 61% UG
5\({ 133 \Ju\oO gnitAtdon
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approaching, and divided his forces by sending large contm&% : "
gents in

the direction of Akhlat. Finally, the e MPeror was betrayed by th
e

Andronikos D W
proedros oukas, whose de%ach /in’t \b" ﬁd”r'é% @n'jf‘f"
the outcome of the battlewwas still uncertain,

Given the crushmg nature of the def/ez

t, the terms of the peace I

treaty were comparatively moderﬁtaéeﬁepagdﬁghuscc%afme to a total of

one and a half million dinars. Romanos was also required to cg‘d°'/ i
four cities in northern Syria and Armenia to Alp Arslan beforé the the

sultan would release him. Alp Arslan’s intentions remained the same

as they had been before the battle: he wanted the empire to be his
peaceful neighbor and to keep his flanks in Syria secure for his fur-

ther advance against the Fatimid caliph in Egypt. «

" Although in the event the Byzantines only Seded Manzikert,

these four cities were the key Byzantine strongholds in northern

Syria and Armenia. And although the peace treaty o theory gave

aloy g gy foveln
the empire a twenty- year re‘s “tmfrgm a aci(s by the sultan’s army, |

it could not stop the 1ncur51of1's b the th & thar Turks. The bitter expe-
rience of the three decades before the battle of Manzikert had shown

Vs

that the Byzantmes defense of the region relied on a strong ﬁe\d_

\ov OU(,\

Atpve e
@ 1071 the main field army was no longer an o_peratlonal military nit,

P\
although the empire still possessed battlebworthy défactiments. Had
could still have been re-

there been a stron overnment the army :
o7 : Instead, the empir€

stored to a level co o1 U]jozirfirble with the enemy’s.

(JTQ Eheniiio) ne i{m(

Plun d into c1v11 ‘war. September 1071. He
Romanos IV Diogenes was released after 3 5¢P of what had

he
Wrote to his wife, the empress Eudocia, inform mgﬂ?“%‘”’”"ht took

ou
happened. While the letter was still on its it 1(1 \fII lfoukas (1071-
Place in Constantinople. In October To7EMichas tine X (1059-67 )
8) was proclaimed emperor; the son of Constan

e T —
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Michael had the support of his uncle, the Caesar John. Eudocia wsg

efaompelled by them totl))(grycome a &}é{}‘“gv‘l war became inevitable,
Romanos IV, who eglg fed support.in eastern Al}gt(;llla/, was de-

g . 145
feated twice: the f;lrig itim}e{[‘lg% g‘::masea, and then in C/lhcfa. He wag
L faopadunze ol linded on 29 June 1072 that he di
M ee ggll)“éUIea and so *C“Iue" ryt"Nb mcledw r'} ' I bUrapa (A W‘%SSU%%;ZW; s
2 e-

_ W }
weeks later. Romanos’ death (ﬁﬁu_llfl‘ggl_ the Jpeace treaty struck
/A

tween him and Alp Arslan, who himself p_gr_iEE%_gi_in Transoxiana
shortly afterwards. It is agreed by all sources that it was Romanos’
death which gave the Turks the opportunity to invade Byzantine ter-
ritories and, more importantly to remain permanently in Anatolia.

In 1073 Michael VII sent Isaak Komnenos against the Turks;
Isaak was the dofestic of the Schools of the East, and elder brother
of the future emperor Alexios Komnenos. Their expedition ended in
disaster; the western mercenaries under the command of Russell
Balliol rebelled and abandoned the Byzantine army. Meanwhile Issak
was defeated and taken captive by the Turks; Alexios managed to
escape and get as far as Ankara, where he.y{aé’ rejomed b)!r Isaak, who

wn DSulpwl P, WA TV DM ani, ot
had been ransomed by the Byzantine cities.

The Turks managed to make their first terrltorlgll Ialcqlll‘SllZlO_L1 on
Byzantine soil only after 1075. The ?éf'?ff%i‘i&éxé,,}ré*onquered were the ..o
Pontos and ({Bi{’tl“lz(nézg ﬁ(} atf}ﬁ loss was a result of Russell Balliol’s_&rg_éj:  ataga®
YQltg;Aft6§ ﬁroeaklﬁg away f{"om Isaak Komnenos’ army, Russell’s own
detacﬁ?ﬁgﬁt of 400 men went to Melitene, where he r (BUISSd the
Turkish hordes, then returned to Sebasteia and managed to occupy
B S A il

=eltectual y under the command;of Ca
John Doukas could do nothing to stop him, and Rugsell rgached
Chrysoupolis in 1074 with an army by then nh?}ﬁﬁé‘rfﬁé'é,odo‘ Under |
E}_‘f_s,‘i?,i_ll?,‘!‘mﬁtanqgs} Michael VII had no choice but to,ask the Turks
for help. In June 1074 he sent an e;mbassy to the Seljuk sultan Malik

Shah but,éiﬁ_wiﬁlit%gjgg,/the emperor also sought help from

90

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

0 et I Fogftin TP
§

LS — R A & rt_'wl', Oy u‘ ‘Ao ”
C{'CLV\ oy (77&9 v f 1"“”&(&& .'(11/;

i TrmQeven),
03 / f(l"lavy é vl((ytlz r/fh}.o;j{f)’,)" P 2‘5 o

ENGLISTORIA
ovpuc l\\ :
n ie m/\.nv LJ(«L ‘}j\%j}’@hﬁ}n\ / 60l Poy )
der of the roving Oghuz. ,.anél nearby, the trib
the lea b d b Ry
- dogen, This band was led by Artuq who hégded the

p&d M}Lnd&l the battle at Mount Sophon some time i th
048 3

e known as the
(Lefs ¢
emperor’s pleg.
e

€ second half of
U 74 he defeated an(& }33}({\13{25011@1’ both John Doukas and Russell
o Balliol. Mi fhﬁ?.l,~Xllt:!1§<%1&0111"e“ 1 for (%aesar John, while Russell was re-
g de@;ﬁ:’: (bynhls wife who had survived the battle. Then Artuq left

t
to the théme of Armeniakoi.

‘
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Asia Minor, while Russell Wl,t)i)cfrew
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1. Give the term:

df Now o TN

1t and 2™ paragraphs
1. The supreme ruler of an empire emperor

2. A series of military operations with a particular objective in a
war. v A 1 {;,-., o rova)
3. To rob or despoil a person or a place by force, esp. in warfare. p fundes
4. A fight, esp. a large-scale engagement, between forces on land,
at sea, or in the air. Laktle ‘
5. Alarge, organized body of soldiers for waging war. cumgfé g
6. To hem in with armed forces, esp. for a sustained a'ttack. Dejlege
7. A critical moment in the development of events. J'tutdu“e
8. The right or left side of a formation or ff)rce. fﬁcuml fn
9. The land under the jurisdiction of a nation, state, ruler. ¥tarteey
10. To destroy violently. Yovaje o kR o
11. A sudden, hostile attack, esp. by troops, military airc
by armed bandits intent on looting. fm‘
12. To state or announce formally. declare

3 & 4th paragraphs
L To speed up, to be quick Jnastem
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