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Byzantine
 /bɪˈzantʌɪn  	 &   bʌɪˈzantʌɪn/ 
[μπίζανταιν     &   μπάιζαντάιν]
1. relating to Byzantium (now Istanbul), the Byzantine Empire, or the Eastern Orthodox Church.
0. of an ornate artistic and architectural style which developed in the Byzantine Empire and spread to Italy, Russia, and elsewhere. The art is typified by religious wall paintings and icons and the architecture by many-domed churches.
2. (of a system or situation) excessively complicated, and typically involving a great deal of administrative detail.
e.g. "Byzantine insurance regulations"
0. characterized by deviousness or underhand procedure.
0. [adjective: byzantine]
e.g. "he has the most Byzantine mind in politics"
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
noun
noun: Byzantine; plural noun: Byzantines
a citizen of Byzantium or the Byzantine Empire.

-------------------------
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Battle of Manzikert  -  Byzantine history [1071]
Battle of Manzikert
Byzantine history [1071]
Written By: Tony Bunting
Battle of Manzikert (26 August 1071). Α battle in which the Byzantines under the emperor Romanus IV Diogenes were defeated by the Seljuq Turks, led by the sultan Alp-Arslan (meaning "Heroic Lion" in Turkish). It was followed by Seljuq conquest of most of Anatolia and marked the beginning of the end for the Byzantine Empire as a militarily viable state.  
Spurred by Seljuq raids and incursions into Byzantine-ruled Anatolia, Romanus assembled a large army to re-establish the security of the Byzantine Empire’s eastern frontier there. In the spring of 1071, he led this army into parts of Turkish-held Armenia, entering Armenia along the southern branch of the Upper Euphrates River. Near the town of Manzikert (present Malazgirt, in Turkish), he divided his army, which was composed of mercenaries that included a contingent* of Turkmen, sending some ahead to secure the fortress of Akhlât on nearby Lake Van and taking others with him into Manzikert. Learning of the Byzantine foray* into his territory, Alp-Arslan hastened to Manzikert, where he confronted the emperor’s army.   
Romanus abandoned Manzikert in an attempt to reunite his forces with the group besieging Akhlât. Trapped in a valley on the Akhlât road, he neglected to send out scouts* to assess the enemy’s position and the Turks fell upon him. Romanus fought valiantly and might have won if his position had not been weakened by treachery* within his ranks;* his Turkmen troops went over to the enemy the night before the battle, and one of his generals, Andronicus Ducas, perceiving that the cause was lost, fled with his men. The Byzantine army was destroyed, and Romanus was taken prisoner. 
Many of the professional, elite troops of the Byzantine Empire perished at Manzikert, and Alp Arslan only released Romanos after the emperor agreed to cede* important Byzantine territories. On his return he was overthrown, blinded, and killed by his political  enemies. The weakened Byzantine Empire called on fellow Christians in Western Europe to come to their aid, an appeal that led eventually to the mounting of the First Crusade.  
spurred: ωθούμενος, παρακινούμενος/υποκινούμενος
spur: σπιρούνι// κίνητρο, ώθηση
raids: επιδρομές
incursions (into): έφοδοι/ επιδρομές/ εισβολές
mercenaries: μισθοφόροι
valianty: (literary) bravely – γενναία
troops: στρατεύματα
perish: χάνομαι
*contingent: part of the army/βοηθητικό σώμα στρατού
*foray: raid, sudden attack or incursion into enemy territory to steal supplies/ επιδρομή, λεηλατώ
*scout: (army) a soldier or other person sent out ahead of a main force, to gather info about the enemy’s position, strength or movements/ανιχνευτής 
*treachery: betrayal of trust/ προδοσία
*ranks: armed forces, rows, lines/ τάγματα, λόχοι κ.ά., γραμμές, σειρές - βαθμοί ενόπλων δυνάμεων
*cede: yield or grant by treaty (συνθήκη); give s.th. over/ εκχωρώ, παραχωρώ
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Questions – Answers:
(a) Who led the Byzantine army in the Battle of Manzikert?
(b) Who did the Byzantines fight against?
(c) When did the Battle of Manzikert take place? 	26 August 1071
(d) What ensued after the Battle of Manzikert?
(e) Up until that time, Anatolia was: (i) under the Ottoman rule or (ii) under the Byzantine rule?
(f) Romanus divided his army, which was composed by: 
(i) mercenaries (ii) Turkmen (iii) navy 
[more than one answers are possible]
(g) Alp Arslan remained passive. T/F
(h) Romanus sent out scouts to have some idea about the enemy’s position. T/F
(i) Romanus’ Turkmen troops remained loyal to their leader.  
(j) Who lost the battle? What were the consequences?
(k) What happened to Romanus upon his return?
(l) What did the Byzantines do after the loss?
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How did the battle of Manzikert (1071) change the Byzantine Empire?
The Byzantine Empire was the successor to the Roman Empire and ruled a large area in Europe and the Middle East. Byzantine played a major role in the Balkans and Russia and it successfully kept the Arabs and the Muslims out of Europe for centuries. In 1071, the Empire seemed invincible; it had reversed many years of decline under a series of energetic Emperors. It had recovered territory that had been lost to its enemies and had morphed into a powerful political and military force. 
The Battle of Manzikert fundamentally reversed this upward trend* and led to the decline of the Byzantine Empire. As Byzantine* collapsed, Turkish Muslims gradually gained control of Asia Minor. As Muslims took control of the Christian holy lands, European countries responded by launching* the Crusades.* The Battle of Manzikert is one of the most important in medieval history and its repercussions can still be felt today. 
successor: διάδοχος
succeed (someone): διαδέχομαι
succeed (in s.th.): επιτυγχάνω
invincible: αήττητος
territory: έδαφος
territorial rights: εδαφικά δικαιώματα
morph (into): μεταμορφώνομαι (σε)// μεταμορφώνω
reverse: αντιστρέφω
upward trend: ανοδική τάση
upward/upwards: (επίρρημα) προς τα πάνω
collapse: καταρρέω, διαλύομαι// κατάρρευση, πτώση
repercussions: (usually plural - incidence) επιπτώσεις/ συνέπειες// αντίκτυπος
*trend: tendency – τάση/ ροπή
*Byzantine: The Byzantine Empire                                                                                         *launch: start, set in motion/ αρχίζω
*Crusades: a series of medieval military expeditions made by Europeans to recover the Holy Land from the Muslims in the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries/ Σταυροφορίες

Battle of Manzikert
The Byzantine Empire was concerned by the Seljuk raids into Anatolia. Emperor Romanus needed its resources,* and the Anatolian provinces were the source* of most of its military manpower. The Seljuk raids had led to the near collapse* of the eastern frontier and many Turkish nomads had entered the area. The Emperor assembled* a large army to re-establish the security of the Byzantine Empire’s regions. 
In 1071, Romanus led his army into areas of Armenia that had been seized* by the Turks, with the aim of regaining key* defensive fortresses*.[2] Romanus’ army was mainly mounted* heavy cavalry* with some militia,* it was also accompanied by large contingents of mercenaries.* The tactics of Romanus was very unusual, as the Byzantines were usually reluctant* to engage in* offensive* actions. Near the town of Manzikert, he divided his army, sending a large contingent to besiege* a fortress.[3] 
The Seljuk army was under the command of Sultan Alp Arslan. The Turks had excellent intelligence* and they were all mounted. When Alp Arslan heard that the Byzantines had divided their forces, he rapidly advanced to Manzikert, where he confronted the emperor’s army. Arslan knew that he outnumbered Romanus' forces.[4] The Byzantines were taken completely by surprise and Romanus abandoned Manzikert, to reunite his forces. 
However, Alp Arslan attacked the Byzantines as they retreated, and his mounted archers inflicted heavy casualties on the Christians. Romanus had failed to scout the area and he had blundered into a trap. Romanus fought valiantly, and his men attacked the enemy with such ferocity that they seemed to be on the verge of victory. The Byzantine knights smashed into the lightly armored* Turkish horsemen with great success. However, many of his mercenaries were Uz* Turks and they defected to their kinsmen in the Seljuk army. One of Romanus' key Byzantine generals retreated without warning. The sources disagree on why the Byzantine general left the battle.[5] The general's defection* led to the destruction of the Byzantine army. Romanus was taken prisoner and ritually* humiliated.* 
After securing the submission of the Emperor, Alp Arslan treated Romanus well and later released him. During the Emperor's absence and the defeat at Manzikert, a usurper* seized power. Romanus tried to regain his realm but was defeated in battle, blinded and killed in 1072.[6] 
*resources: supplies - πόροι
*source: a place, person or thing from which s.th. originates or can be obtained - πηγή
*collapse: falling down or giving away/ κατάρρευση
*assemble: gather/ συγκεντρώνω
*seize: grab, grasp, take hold of (s.th.) suddenly and forcibly/ αρπάζω, καταλαμβάνω
*key defensive fortresses: military strongholds of crucial importance, used for protection/ βασικά αμυντικά οχυρά 
*mounted: riding an animal, typically a horse, especially for military or other duty/ έφιππος - πλαισιωμένος
*cavalry: soldiers who fought on horseback/ ιππικό
*militia: paramilitary group, citizen soldiers/ παραστρατιωτική οργάνωση - πολιτοφυλακή, εθνοφυλακή, εθνοφρουρά
*mercenaries: professional soldiers hired to serve in a foreign army/ μισθοφόροι
*reluctant: unwilling/ απρόθυμος
*engage in: take part (in s.th.); start a conversation with s.b./ ασχολούμαι (με)
*offensive: actively aggressive; attacking – causing s.b. to feel upset or annoyed/ επιθετικός, προσβλητικός
*besiege: surround/ πολιορκώ, περιστοιχίζω, βάλλω
*intelligence: (military, espionage) information – (στρατός, κατασκοπεία) πληροφορία, μυστική πληροφορία
*armored: protected by armor (=πανοπλία)/ οπλισμένος, θωρακισμένος
*Uz or Oghuz Turks – [wikipedia: a group of loosely linked nomadic Turkic peoples]
*defection: desertion, apostasy/ λιποταξία, αυτομολία, αυτομόληση, αποσκίρτηση, αποστασία
*ritually: ceremoniously/ τελετουργικά
*humiliate: demean, debase, degrade, humble/ εξευτελίζω, ταπεινώνω
*usurper: s.b. who takes another’s place/ σφετεριστής

Manzikert and the decline* of the 
Byzantine Empire
The defeat at Manzikert in 1071 was a disaster for the Byzantines. In the aftermath* of their victory over Romanus, the Turks swept into* Anatolia unopposed.* They only faced local resistance from Byzantine lords in the Anatolian provinces.* The Byzantine eastern frontier effectively collapsed and Turkish nomads entered Anatolia at will.* Alp Arslan turned his attention to Fatimid Egypt, fortunately for the Byzantines. In the immediate aftermath of the defeat of Manzikert there was no real effective Byzantine Emperor. This was a disaster because the state only functioned under the leadership of a strong Emperor. [7] 
A series of civil wars wrecked the Empire for a decade. Manzikert led to an unprecedented* period of instability.* This instability dramatically weakened the grip* of the Emperors. Indeed, the Byzantine Empire was only able to stabilize* the situation under the capable Emperor Alexius I Comnenos. Still, the lack* of an effective government and endemic civil wars allowed the Turks to overrun* many Byzantine cities and towns. The Byzantine army had been decimated* at Manzikert and it had lost its elite forces. Many of these were impossible to replace as many had been highly trained and experienced cavalry.[8] 
To compound* the disaster, the loss of the Anatolian Provinces meant that the Byzantines could no longer recruit* new soldiers. Provinces such as Cappadocia, which had long supplied the Christian Emperor with recruits, were lost to the Turks forever. [9] The loss of the Anatolian provinces was also a significant blow* to the economy as it dramatically reduced the Empire's tax base. The Byzantines faced constant financial insecurities after Manzikert. It is generally agreed that the defeat in 1071 can be regarded as the beginning of the end of the Byzantine Empire.
*decline:  fall, drop, decay/ πτώση, παρακμή
*aftermath: consequence/ συνέπειες, επακόλουθα, απόηχος 
*sweep into (swept, swept): extend/ εκτείνομαι, φτάνω
*unopposed: facing no resistance/ χωρίς αντίσταση, ανενόχλητος
*provinces: counties, shires/ επαρχίες
*at will: whenever wished/ κατά βούληση
*unprecedented: unheard of/ άνευ προηγουμένου, πρωτοφανής
*instability: lack of stability, unsteadiness, fickleness/ αστάθεια
*grip: control, power/ έλεγχος, κυριαρχία 
*stabilize: make stable, consolidate, steady/ σταθεροποιώ
*lack: absence, shortage, scarcity; deprivation, bereavement/ έλλειψη, στέρηση
*overrun: deluge, overwhelm; raid/ κατακλύζω, κάνω επιδρομή
*decimate: destroy, deface, ruin, wreck/ καταστρέφω, αποδεκατίζω, ξεκληρίζω, θερίζω (μεταφορικά)
*compound: (verb) worsen, make worse/ επιδεινώνω, χειροτερεύω
*recruit: (military) enlist in the armed forces/ (στρατός) στρατολογώ
*s.th. is a blow (to): an unexpected event that has a damaging effect on someone or something/ (κάτι απρόσμενο που συμβαίνει) είναι ‘χτύπημα’ για κάποιον/κάτι, δηλαδή έχει κάποια ζημιογόνο επίδραση σε κάποιον ή κάτι
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